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Tilclen were known to be hostile to the views of
the "Independents". The distresses due to the
effects of the business depression beginning in
1873 and the difficulties involved in contraction
were real reasons for a careful consideration of
the monetary situation. Bankers and business
men failed to grasp the needs of the situation.
Political compromises combined with the in-
creasing influence of corporations and financial
interests gave rise to suspicions of officials and
government. General "Weaver's retirement
from the Eepublican party and his alliance with
the Greenbackers was only a conspicuous inci-
dent in a period when many persons were taking
similar steps. The near approach to defeat of
the Republicans in 1876 showed that the oppo-
sition to that party was widespread and influ-
ential.

In September and October, 1877, General
"Weaver took an active part in the State cam-
paign upon the Greenback side. Of course he
was fiercely assailed by the Republican press as
a renegade, no opportunity being neglected to
ridicule and denounce him. At Oskaloosa, on
September 21st, he engaged in a joint debate
with Marcellus E, Cutts, a Republican "of
great ability and a man of most extraordinary
and brilliant talents.'' According to an account
of the meeting in the Oskaloosa Herald, re-
printed in The Iowa State Register, each